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We'll get started soon!



Welcome!

International Services and Engagement Office

presents



Introduction

Kathleen McLaren
Intake Advisor



Before We Begin
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Fill out the survey at the end of 
today's session to be entered into 

a gift card giveaway!
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Today's speakers...

Weronika Matysik – GEPA

Kelsi Dantu – GFH CONNECT

Jai'lyn Richardson and Breana Clark – GPSA

Sai Krishna Bhamidipati - ISEO



Office of Graduate Education & 
Postdoctoral Affairs (GEPA)
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GEPA

Follow us on social media @ucsdgradlife

https://tinyurl.com/ucgradevents

Student Life at GEPA

Weekly eNewsletter Messages 
and Events

Wednesday Workshops 

gradlife@ucsd.edu

https://grad.ucsd.edu/student-life/index.html
https://grad.ucsd.edu/student-life/events/index.html


If you were to take your neighbor 
to your hometown for a day, 

what would you do?
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GFH CONNECT



WHO ARE 
WE?

• Our GFH CONNECT team is committed to 
delivering programs that foster holistic 
development for Grad and Family Housing 
residents while building a welcoming, 
thriving community. We strive to ensure 
our events reflect the diversity of our 
communities and align with UC San Diego’s 
Principles of Community.



WHAT DO 
WE DO?

•Programming and Community 
Development

•Student Conduct

•Assessment



GFH CONNECT 
Team

• Program and Community Development Manager
• Dane Paracuelles

• Program and Community Development Coordinators (3)
• Steffi Huynh

• Jap Padilla-Coley

• TBD

• Program and Community Development Assistant (1)
• Kelsi Dantu

• Community Assistants (15)

• Graduate Assistant (1) [vacant]

• BGELLC Community Liaison (1)

https://ucsdcloud.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/hdh/mydepartment/gfh/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B48704A80-58B3-4BF0-9128-4D6A015FA66D%7D&file=GFH%20Connect%20CA_CL%20Photo-Roster%20Spring%202024.docx&fromShare=true&action=default&mobileredirect=true&wdOrigin=TEAMS-MAGLEV.p2p_ns.rwc&wdExp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1713899042972&web=1


GFH CONNECT MODEL

• GFH CONNECT Programming Model

• Creating a Sense of Belonging

• Optimizing Professional & Life Skills

• Nurturing Interpersonal Relationships & Emotional Wellness

• Navigating Campus Resources

• Encouraging Physical Health & Wellbeing

• Cultivating Inclusion

• Teaching Social Responsibility



Current Programming + 
Newsletters



CURRENT Programming + 
NEWSLETTERS



Programming - Marquee

80s/90s Block Party Lunar New YearCONNECT Carnival Block Party

Attendees: 800 Attendees: 1300Attendees: 800Attendees: 1700



CAMPUS PARTNERS COLLABORATIONS AND 
PARTNERSHIPS

Image result for UCSD GSA

Image result for UC san 
diego catering

Image result for ucsd lgbt 
center

Image result for ucsd graduate division

No automatic alt text available.Related image

C:\Users\aeweida\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\22141171_10155834332928169_6722207250544844069_n.png

- SHS – Stress-Free Healthcare Spring 2023
- Econauts – quarterly programs
- FitLife – quarterly programs
- Women's Center – Spring 2023
- Writing Hub – quarterly programs
- Triton Food Pantry – quarterly programs
- Catering – quarterly programs
- CAPS/GAPSWell -quarterly programs
- Craft Center – quarterly programs
- CERT – Fall 2022 and Spring 2023
- HDH Community Garden – Fall 2022 and Winter 2023

http://gsa.ucsd.edu/
https://hdh.ucsd.edu/catering/
http://blink.ucsd.edu/HR/services/support/health/fitlife/
http://lgbt.ucsd.edu/
http://grad.ucsd.edu/
http://students.ucsd.edu/sponsor/student-conduct/
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/triton-food-pantry/index.html
http://bikeshop.ucsd.edu/
https://hdh.ucsd.edu/sustainability/pages/Econauts.html
https://wellness.ucsd.edu/studenthealth/Pages/default.aspx


Black Graduate Experience Living 
& Learning Community

• Black Graduate Experience LLC (BGELLC)

• BGELLC launched in Fall 2021. This community is located within the Capa building of Nuevo East.

• The purpose of the BGELLC is to be an optional, residential community designed to assist Black graduate students who 
can, through mutual support and shared living, affirm and celebrate Black scholarly excellence and Black culture in its 
various expressions. Community and collectivism undergird the goals of the BGELLC which are to,

• Address issues of concern to Black graduate students living in campus-provided housing by providing an inclusive 
space that emphasizes community and social justice

• Foster graduate scholarship, excellence, and achievement through meaningful programming that promotes pro-
Black connections and celebration, shared personal and scholarly experiences, and life-long relationships

• Campus partners connected to the BGELLC:

• Black Graduate and Professional Student Association (BGPSA)

• Black Resource Center (BRC)

• Division of Graduate Education and Postdoctoral Affairs (GEPA)





Thank you! 
Email us at gfhconnect@ucsd.edu



What’s your favorite way to relax 
after a long day?
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Graduate & Professional 
Student Association (GPSA)
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What We Do   
The GPSA exists to advocate for the rights and interests of our diverse community, to provide for the
enjoyment of social, cultural, and service-oriented events, and for the betterment of academic and non-
academic life of all graduate and professional students at UC San Diego.

• Advocate for 8,000+ Graduate Students’ needs (Local, State, and National Levels)

• Build Community for Graduate and Professional Students 

• Connect the Graduate Population to Resouecres on cmapus 

• Create and promote professional development and leadership opportunities



2024 - 2025 GPSA Executive Team  

President - Jai’lyn Richardson 

VP Academic Affairs - Sana Ali 

VP Campus - Yinda (Harry) Zhu 

VP Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion - Vacant

VP Financial Affairs - Stacy Khaing 

VP External Affairs - Yuhe (Gloria) Mu 

VP Social - Patiemma Rubio 

GSA Chief of Staff - Sanika Chaudhari 

GSA Advisor - Breana Clark 

7 elected officials that are supported by 22 appointed officers and their committees 



GPSA Structure  



GPSA Council vs GPSA Committees

GPSA Council

• Made up of student 

representatives from every 
department & division

• Appointed by their 
department/division

GPSA Committees

• Small groups on specific areas of 

student life, from sustainability to 
social programming

• Address and advise on specific 

student governance and committee 

related issues



Connect with GPSA 
Website: https://gpsa.ucsd.edu

Contact: contact@gsa.ucsd.edu

Instagram: @ucsd.gpsa

GPSA Linktree: https://linktr.ee/gpsaucsd

Committee openings will be announced soon!

https://gpsa.ucsd.edu
mailto:contact@gsa.ucsd.edu
https://linktr.ee/gpsaucsd


What’s a skill you’ve always 
wanted to learn but haven’t yet?
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Get Involved with ISEO
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iOrientation Events

Global Coffee Hours
• Monday, September 16th: 10:00 am - 11:00am
• Wednesday, September 18th:10:00 am - 11:00am
• Friday, September 20th: 8:00 am - 9:00am

• University Center 409 - Dance Hall 
• GET CCR eligible!

https://ievents.ucsd.edu



iOrientation Events

GET CCR eligible!

https://ievents.ucsd.edu



iOrientation Events https://ievents.ucsd.edu



Meet-Ups
iEvents.ucsd.edu



iPrograms iPrograms.ucsd.edu



GET CCR Program
GETCCR.ucsd.edu



iEvents Calendar
iEvents.ucsd.edu



Questions?

Contact: iContact.ucsd.edu

Website: iStudents.ucsd.edu



Survey

Please take a moment to fill out this survey so we can better serve you.

Final Reminders

• Submit your Check-In Form 
via iPortal

• Register for other sessions 
at iEvents.ucsd.edu

• You can always contact ISEO 
via iContact.ucsd.edu



Follow us on Social Media!
@istudents.ucsd
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