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Grace Fuller
o Interim Assistant Director of International Experience & Engagement
o International Services and Engagement Office (ISEO)

Vanessa Cisneros
o International Student Advisor
o International Services and Engagement Office (ISEO)

Mary Hogan
o Director of Graduate Admissions

o Division of Graduate Education and Postdoctoral Affairs (GEPA)
Shana Slebioda

o Student Services Advisor

o Division of Graduate Education and Postdoctoral Affairs (GEPA)




Graduate Admissions Reminders

Applying for your F-1 or J-1 visa stamp
Approaching Deadlines & Reminders
Upcoming Webinars & Additional Resources

Q&A
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You are in listen-only
mode. You can hear us, but
we can't hear you.

Ask questions — Use the Q&A
feature to submit questions.
You can also contact us at
iContact.ucsd.edu

We're recording.

You'll be able to view this
webinar recording at
iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu



You asked:
What happens when | raise
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Reminders from

Graduate AdmISSIOnS Log into your application account at

https://connect.grad.ucsd.edu/apply/ and view your
application portal. Be sure to fill out the Statement of
Legal Residence form if it is listed as a "to-do" item.
This form is not required for all programs —if it is not
listed, there is no action for you to take on this.

Most students are “provisionally admitted” at this
time. Please submit the items listed under your
“Pending Admissions Documents” section in your

portal to finalize your admission.

Please contact gradadmissions@ucsd.edu if you have
guestions regarding your pending admissions
documents.



https://connect.grad.ucsd.edu/apply/
mailto:gradadmissions@ucsd.edu

GEPA Announcements

Welcome to your UC San Diego Applicant Portal

Welcome to your UC San Diego Applicant Portal

Home

Your Checklist ltems Program Information Financial Support “

Thank you for your interest in UC San Diego. This applicant portal will be an important source of information for you throughout the application process. Please

bookmark this page and check back for updates regularly!
Your application reference number is I

Visit the tab Your Checklist ltems above to ensure that all of your required application documents have been submitted.

7

Status Update
An update to your application was last posted June 5, 2024.

View Update >>

\ 7

Your Status: Accepted

We have received your decision to accept your admission to UC San Diego! You may access your official admissions letters at any time using the "View Update” link
above.

At this time, your admission status is Provisional. This means that there are documents you need to submit to the Graduate Admissions Office in order to finalize your

admission. Please visit Your Checklist ltems to see what documents are still pending. Provisional status does not affect your ability to begin other admissions

procedures. You are officially admitted and will be able to register for courses, sign up for housing, and begin financial aid or visa paperwork.
In addition to Your Checklist Items, please read over the following pages for more important next steps!
« What to Do Immediately

« Before You Arrive on Campus

* When You Arrive on Campus

* |nternational Students

Forms

Please complete the following forms:

v’ 06/05/2024 Decision Reply Form Display

v~ 06/16/2024 Statement of Legal Residence Display

“ Your Checklist Items Program Information Financial Support “
Required Documents

You are required to submit the following official documents in order to finalize your admission:

« Final official transcript with conferral - University of Pittsburgh (Bachelor of Science). Document has been received and is in queue for processing.

The Graduate Admissions Office begins reviewing official documents in June for incoming Summer and Fall students. Please be sure to check this portal often in
case there are updates regarding your pending admission documents. If you have any questions about your required documents, please email us at
gradadmissions@ucsd.edu with your application reference number or PID.

The deadline to submit the above documents is the fourth Friday of your first quarter of enrollment at UC San Diego. Failure to submit documents by this date
will result in a hold on future registration until the documents are received. View the current Academic Calendar to see when your first quarter of enroliment
begins.

How to Submit a Final Transcript

A final transcript is required for any degree(s) earned at institutions within the United States, and in some cases is required for coursework completed at institutions
where you did not earn a degree (either domestic or international).

Please have your transcript sent directly to Graduate Admissions using one of the three options below. Transcripts must be the final version, which includes all
grades and coursework completed, any degree(s) received, and the date(s) of degree conferral (if applicable).

Option 1: Parchment. Select "University of California San Diego Graduate Admissions" as the recipient in the menu provided by Parchment. This is the best way
to ensure your academic materials reach our office and your applicant file in a timely manner.

Option 2: Other e-transcript service/electronic submission of materials. Have your institution send the documents to gradadmissions@ucsd.edu. Please note
that you may not email your materials yourself. Documents must be sent by officials from the issuing institution or through a secure, third-party service such as
National Student Clearinghouse.

Option 3: Mail. Have your institution send the documents to Graduate Admissions at the address listed below. Please note that we cannot accept documents

that were opened or sealed by the student. Documents must be received in an envelope sealed by the issuing institution.

University of California San Diego
Graduate Admissions

9500 Gilman Drive #0003

La Jolla, CA 92093-0003

Your transcript must state the degree conferred to you and the date of degree conferral (if applicable). We do not accept transcripts that have pending grades or
in-progress coursework.
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The VI Sd PrOCESS iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

Attend visa interview Receive visa stamp and
plan travel to U.S.

Arrive to the U.S. (apply
VISA

for entry at Port of Entry)

Schedule visa interview
(DS-160, pay fees)

— \F/_|15A TYPE/CLASS
Request and receive Form ;EANTRIES [E——— Emzfil;)?o?g:n"y Com p.|ete SEVIS ChECk'In
-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO to activate status
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Transfer students too!)



Submit a New Admit I-20 or
DS-2019 Request in iServices

Students gain access to iServices after:

*Accepting UCSD admission

*Setting up UCSD password for PID and
activating your UCSD email (@ucsd.edu)
(3-7 day waiting period)

UC San Diego
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iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

New Undergraduate and Graduate
Degree Students

CONGRATULATIONS! Newly Admitted Bachelor's, Master's, and PhD International Students: The International Services and
Engagement Office (ISEQ) congratulates you on your admission to the University of California, San Diegol

This page provides a comprehensive guide for newly admitted international undergraduate and graduate students on
obtaining their U.S. student visa (F-1 or J-1) and preparing for their arrival to the United States.

Summer Session Visiting Student: if you will only be enrolling with UG San Diego for Summer Session and will not
matriculate into a UC San Diego degree program, please visit ISEQ's New Summer Session Visiting Page.

Step 1: Apply for F-1 or J-1 Certificate of Eligibility

To apply for an F-1 or J-1 visa stamp at a U.S. consulate/embassy, OR to transfer your SEVIS record to UC San Diego (if
,Wou must request that 1SEQ you the appropriate visa status certificate of eligibility document, called the
Form I1-20 (for F-1 students) or the Form DS-2019 (for J-1 students).

iServices.ucsd.edu will open on MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025 (9:00 AM Pacific Standard Time) for newly admitted
Summer 2025 and Fall 2025 international students to begin requesting their immigration documents.

+ Expand All

Accept Admission and Complete Required Account Set Up @

Preparing for Submission @

Submitting a Request for an Immigration Document: Form 1-20 (F-1) or DS-2019 (J-1) @

Apply for your F-1 or J-1 visa stamp ®

+ Expand All




The Visa Process

iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Attend visa interview Receive visa stamp and
plan travel to U.S.

Schedule visa interview
(DS-160, pay fees)

Arrive to the U.S. (apply
for entry at Port of Entry)

[

— \F/_|15A TYPE/CLASS
Request and receive Form ;EANTRIES [E——— Emzfil;)?o?g:n"y Comp!ete SEVIS ChECk'In
1-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO to activate status
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Transfer students too!)




iINewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

v Program | Accepted Students | Mew Degres Students

New Undergraduate and Graduate
Degree Students

CONGRATULATIONS! Newly Admitted Bachelor's, Master's, and PhD International Students: The International Services and
Engagement Office (ISEQ) congratulates you on your admission to the University of California, San Diego!

This page provides a comprehensive guide for newly admitted international undergraduate and graduate students on
obtaining their U.S. student visa (F-1 or J-1) and preparing for their arrival to the United States.

Summer Session Visiting Student: if you will only be enrolling with UC San Diego for Summer Session and will not
matriculate into a UC San Diego degree program, please visit ISE0s New Summer Session Visiting Page.

Step 1: Apply for F-1 or J-1 Certificate of Eligibility

To apply for an F-1 or J-1 visa stamp at a 5. consulate/embassy, OR to transfer your SEVIS record to UC San Diego (if
applicable), you must request that ISEQ issue you the appropriate visa status certificate of eligibility document, called the
Form 1-20 (for F-1 students) or the Form D5-2019 (for J-1 students).

iServices.ucsd.edu will open on MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025 (9:00 AM Pacific Standard Time) for newly admitted
Summer 2025 and Fall 2025 international students to begin requesting their immigration documents.

+ Expand All

Accept Admission and Complete Required Account Set Up

Preparing for Submission

Submitting a Request for an Immigration Document: Form I-20 (F-1) or DS-2019 (J-1)

Apply for your F-1 or J-1 visa stamp

Submitting a Request for an Immigration Document: Form 1-20 (F-1) or DS-2019 (J-1)

Apply for your F-1 or J-1 visa stamp

The F-1 or J-1 Visa

A visa is a legal document that grants you permission to seek entry to a particular country for & specific reason
(for example, study or tourism). All international students, except for citizens of Canada and Bermuda, must have
avalid F-1 Form -20 or Form D5-2019 in addition to a valid F-1 or J-1 visa to seek entry to the LS.

For students who have successfully receieved a UC San Diego Form [-20 or DS-201% and are in need of a valid F-1
or J-1 visa stamp to enter the United States, follow steps below to understand the steps needed to apply

and interview for your visa at a U.S. embassy or consulate outside of the 1U5. Note, a U.S. Visa cannot be obtained
within the U.S.

& list of all U.5. embassies/consulates by country can be found at https:fwww.usembassy.gov/.

Pay the SEVIS Fee:

After receiving your Form 1-20 (F-1) or DS-2019 (J-1), you must pay the SEVIS 1-901 fee. This fee is required of
every international student issued a new Initial Form [-20 or DS-2019, which has a new SEVIS ID number. After you
pay the SEVIS 1-901 fee, you will see a confirmation page. Save a PDF copy of this confirmation page for your own
records; you will be required to bring it to your visa interview.

SEVIS Transfer Students: Students transferring their SEVIS record to UC San Diego are NOT required to pay the
SEVIS 1901 fee again, since the SEVIS Transfer process allows them to keep their SEVIS |D number the same.

Submit the DS-160 and Schedule your Visa Interview:

After receiving your Form 1-20 or DS-2019 and paying the SEVIS 1901 fee, complete the DS-160 Online
MNonimmigrant Visa Application form. In order to fill out this form, you will need your Form 1-20 or DS-2019, which
shows your SEVIS |D number:

« F-1 students: Your SEVIS ID number starts with an “"N" and is located in the top LEFT corner of your Form |-
20

« J-1 students: Your SEVIS ID number starts with an "WN” and is located in the top RIGHT corner of your Form
D5-2019. As part of your DS-160 application, you will also need to provide UCSD's J-1 Program Mumber,
which is: P-1-02849

When the DS-160 asks you for UC San Diego’s contact information, you may use the following:
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Submit the DS-160: Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application

- AND -

Pay the SEVIS I-901 Fee
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USembassy.qov

Submit the DS-160: Online [ , o Ol h ® :
N Onim m i gra nt Vis a Ap pl ic ati on @ Zoom Virtual Advisi.. @ ISPO Drop-In Virtua.. (@) 1SSM < Find a Student iPortal (& » - [3 AllBookmarks
 Willinclude the $185.00 visa fee

@ USEmbassy.gov
("MRYV fee")

* US@mbaSSV-QOV --> CheCk V0ur Websites of U.S. Embassies, Consulates, Diplomatic Missions, and Offices Providing
I Consular Services
local U.S. embassy or consulate's
. oe0 o . Enter Country or Area

website for specific instructions

-
on applying for T e
a NONIMMIGRANT visa, e
including payment instructions Find by Country or Area Letter AT HS

UC San Diego
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https://www.usembassy.gov/

Submit the DS-160: Online
Nonimmigrant Visa Application

* Prepare required documents/
information ahead of time per
the instructions on the
embassy/consulate's website

 Have your passport and Form 1-20
or DS-2019 with you

 Takes approximately 1-2 hours to
complete if prepared beforehand

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office

CONSULAR ELECTRONIC APPLICATION CENTER

ey U.S. DEPARTMENT oASTAT
; &

Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160)

Apply For a Nonimmigrant Visa
Tooltip Language: English  [View Tool Tip Help]

Most of this application has been translated. To see the translation point your mouse over any sentence on the page.

Welcome! Get Started

The first step in applying for a U.5. Select a location where you will be applving for this visa
nonim '1'|.|-;|rar|t . .@, - SELECT OME - B s |V
apphication. It Na minutes to e )
do this. After y on, you N ST T
0 Enter the code as shown: e , ey
) A IS RN
IR A8 e
.‘ . * -. : . J/' l‘ *
. \ /\ - --
' . N
3

This website is designed to be
accessed using Chrome, Edge, or

Firefox only. ]
¥ Select a location and make sure you have the documents and

information you will need.
| START AM APPLICATION #

You will be asked for your application ID and answer a security
................................................................................................................................... guestion.

SISt you wit . | RETRIEVE AN APPLICATION }

Additional Information

- Even if someo se heloed O s

|:;:;rr1|:||_nl':-t|; the application, you (the applicant) = Write down the Application ID displayed on the top rig
corner of the page. If you close your browser window, you w

must click the "Sign Application” button, or your

wour ID to acc your application again.



FORM I-20 (F-1)

Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Monimmigrant Student Status

OMEB NO. 165338

FORM DS-2019 (J-1
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FORM [-20 (F-1) FORM DS-2019 (J-1)
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Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Monimmigrant Student Status & CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXCHANGE VISITOR STATUS (J-NONIMMIGRANT) e
L5, Imnigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 165338 AR *Sox Fage 2

L. Sursms Frimry Mame: it cm Mammi: Lirnder:

SEVIS 1D Hﬂﬂ_ [ —— oo I

Daix ol Btk g - ©smmiry off B Ulitermsbip Usumiry Lade: A iermsip {Cowiry:

I I L L I J-1

Legal Permsaced Brudoace Csuairy Code:  Logal Permanoai Wesdessor Usanirs: Pasitise C sl L
FREFERRED SAME PASSPORT NAME [ ] 21% UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTE
Pramcary Siie of Activity: Onivarsity of Callfornia, San Dlege

9500 GILHMAN DR
LN I HY O BIETH CUUANTREY UF CHUVLEESSHIF LA JOLLA, CR 52093-5004

BN AN EFEINAKY MaslE GIVEN MANIE Class of Admission

ITY OF BIRTH DATE OF BIRTH L. Frogram Spsmor: Dpiversity of California, Ean Disgo Frogram Sumber: F-1-02B45
Hariipating Frogram (Mo D orpiies:

ACADEMI FROFESS0R.; REEEMACH BCHOLAR; SHORT-TERM SCHOLAR SPECIALIST; ETUDENT ASSCCIATE; STUDENT BACHELORS @
ADMISSION NUMBER LANGUAGE STUDENT DOCTORATE; STUDENT INTERN; STUDENT MASTERS; STUDENT NON-DEGREE

SCHOOL INFORMATION
S HOMEL XAME SCHOOL ADDRESS

PFurposs of this form: Bagin new program: accompanied by numbar (0) of immediate family mambars.

T UM ARRIVAL SCHOOL CODE AND AFFEOYAL DATE 3. Farm Cavers Poriod:

STUDENT HOH-DEGREE
From fmm-ddonniz 01-03-2024

SmhjortFld U SahjectFicld Unde ek
PROGEAM OF STUDY s pmmeddormy: O6-14-2024 24 . 0199 Full tima undargraduate non-degres exchange studant.

EDLCATION LEVEL MANE 1

4. During the perid cavered by this farm, the il evtimated Snancsl wpport fia 2.5 5] is i be provided io the xchasge vistar by:

furrest Program Sponsor funds
Pmrmczal famda : §14, 54500

FROGEAM ENGLESH PROFICTENSC sl |5 L I L Tokal : §4T.203.08

START OF CLASSES

FINANCIALS
ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 9 MONTHS

- RESPOSSIELE (FFICER O ALTERNATE RESPOX COFFICER |1, Jassica Boyla Altarnata Rasponsibla
! SEfieer
dame of (il PFreperng  Form Tk

$500 CILMRN DR
Hail Code 0123
LA JOLLA, Ch 92033

b that each prosperiive

mabifed for, and o b B5BE-534-5735%

lekeplire hunber

Addrem of Rasponuble Cificer or Alimate Respossble (8cer

Lia Ihparsmemi o Mai mp—
Fndar rEUing BE TEATT - 1 e | Prad " i . i S of Respomink Mo o Atcmaks Koo - [

REMARKS -y : ot 3 11-15-2023

« Sistermwi of Hespomishle LHBeor fer Helcasap Spanr j#Of TRAASFER (F PROGEA M)
dic (ma | =l thn ochenge wn raxnhar pormaed by
w0 the program pachicd n secemary o haghly desrshic and 18 m condarrrary with the oby the Mampl bdscamonal asd{ sl fuchangs of 1%, ax amended

q[‘“[}[" \.TTI“'&T‘.T I{]\ Nproiue of Roposehis {¥ier a Alienae Resperab ke Uihicer [yt ' oUAR=dd 117 f

| ceriify under |h.'|'|¢|:'. of PErJUry that &l inboemeanon proseded shove was entered belfore | signend thas borms and s wue and oo 1 | executed this for e L nited PHELIMENARY EIHHRREREST (5F COisS ULAR T IMMBGRATHIN OFFICER BEGARINSG SECTION X240 06F THE TRAVEL VALIDATION BY RESPONSIBLE OF
Simes view mnd evaluation in the United States by me or other officials of schonl of the shedent's spphcaison, ranscnpts, or other reconds of courses aken IMMBMERATHIN AND NATIONALITY ACT AND PL 484 A% AMENDED (e Am) oy pope 51 Al i vabidavion periad’ @ { T

and prosod of finencial respossibiliay, whach were recerved s the schood preor be the execuiion of this form. The school bas deiemumed that the obove named siudend’s The Exchangs Visior m ihe shave arm

fpaalifications meet all standards for sdmission 10 the scheal snd the stadent will be regaired 1o pursue & full prograns of stedy as defised by 8 CFR 214 N)(6). | am &
ez ignaied sohool o O - o § =

X ‘EISSUED

SIGNATURE OF: Jas [ ] Lla.Ca 2 Livamment fnmeng s 4

. Field of Study & geewe  Field of Stud
STUDENT ATTES
| hanve pead r__"ld agread 1o s n provided om this form LA e z Oficer o A kerrol o Kesponuable Cfficer

refers specificall ] srpeoaarily, amed solely bor the $ dasding 3 the prowTe s
P 2 o par I P ‘ O e oy records needed by DHS ‘ I P ‘ o e

X
SIGNATURE (6F:

Mbormaem validaton perad = up b
Courne lor

d sianding o ihe prowrt bme

g ot 4 e o

A
SAME OF FARENT OF GLUARDLAN SlLNATLRE ALMFHESS (ciry'sigle or province couniry ) DATE

THEUL 5 BEPARTNESNTOF STATE RESERVES THE RBHT TO SEARE FINAL DE TERSHNA TN REGARDISG 2T oot of Keposhic {dfcer or Alanaie Repombl: Uihea

EXCHANCE VISITOR CERTIFRCATION: | have read snd ages with the suiEmel in i 2o page 2 of dhi dosumment

Sigastere of Applcast [t fowm—dd-11

ICE Form 1-20 {1 1/30/20215) Fage | of 4




FORM [-20 (F-1) FORM DS-2019 (J-1)
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SEVIS ID: N0 O

School Contact Information

FREFERERELD % AN E

Name of the advisor listed on your Form 1-20 or DS-2019

Iy OF BIKTH

VEREITY UTHDERGRADUATE STUDENTE

Frogram Sumber:  P-1-02B8459

858-534-3730 S p————
istudents@ucsd.edu

Find this information under STEP 1 at
iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu
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Print thi !
Submit the DS-160: Online t this page

Nonimmigrant Visa Application

Exit

U.S. DEPARTMENT oA STATE

CONSULAR ELECTRONIC APPLICATION CENTER

* Print the confirmation page with Onitine et st Visa Kisolication (D8:160)
the barcode! You will be required

to bring a printed copy to your Mo AVERMMAMROEIY —

" ’ o " : AAO0OO0 7 4
This confirms the submission of the Nonimmigrant R LR TR S

V|Sa |nterV|eW visa application for:
® FO”OW|ng SUCCGSSfU| Y Name Provided: Location Selected:
.. ou must Date Of Birth:
submission of your DS-160, you Vi

Place of Birth: Visa Branch, Consular Section [N

ill be abl hedul ' pringa Cehder: Us. Embassy Tokyo AR
Wi e able to schedule your visa SCm X S cm  Country/Region of Tokyo 107-8420 Jlal:)aal(l) ; L o o SO
Origin (Nationality) JAPAN : S

interview, pending appointment passport-like
Passport Number:

ava||ab|||ty phOtO to yOUl' Purpose of Travel:
interview.

Completed On:
Confirmation No:  AAGB74HLQC

THIS IS NOT A VISA

Print Confirmation [ M Email Confirmation [

Version 01.02.04

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office




fmjfee.com

Pay the SEVIS 1-901 Fee

& 2% fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.html

AAhie SO Drancln Virkiia CCAA Bl = Qiverdor ‘DAard=
| Advisi.. e oFL Urop-in Virtua.. @ 21V Ind a stucent IFOrta

== Official Website of the Department of Homeland Security

 Pay at least 3
business days before your L. (Us) 1-703-603-3400 % fmjfee.sevis@ice.dhs.gov OMB 1653-0034 (exgires 07/2172025)
visa interview T ——

. Required any time you receive  IRAE ILCUIL ishice
a new SEVIS ID number (open
a new F or J record)

e F-1:5350 | J-1: 5220 :

* Print the confirmation receipt
page! You will be
required to bring a printed
copy to your visa interview

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office

WELCOME TO FMJFEE.COM

B Ee i S e P .. L et b


https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.html

@ ISEO Tip

Citizens of CANADA and BERMUDA

X NOT required to apply for a F-1 or J-1
visa stamp

Must still present a valid Form 1-20 or
DS-2019 to seek entry to the US

Must still pay the SEVIS I-901 fee
For more information visit travel.state.gov

and search "Citizens of Canada and
Bermuda"




The VIsa PrOCESS iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Attend visa interview Receive visa stamp and
plan travel to U.S.

Arrive to the U.S. (apply
VISA

for entry at Port of Entry)
[

Schedule visa interview
(DS-160, pay fees)

— \F/_|15A TYPE/CLASS
Request and receive Form ZNTRIES [E——— 53::?1??0?&@ Com p.|ete SEVIS ChECk'In
-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO to activate status

[ [ I
(VI a I PO rta ) 0000003030000000000000400000000000600¢<<€CCLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL



Attend the visa

3
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UCSan Diego
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International Services and Engagement Office




What to Bring

J
J
J
J

Passport valid for at least 6 months after your Program Start Date

Form 1-20 or DS-2019, printed and hand-sighed

DS-160 confirmation page (with the barcode)

Proof of payment:

> Visa fee ("MRV fee") if payment was required prior to your interview
> SEVIS 1-901 fee e L
Passport photo if you were unable to upload as part of your DS-160 | <
Proof of funding documentation L e e
Documentation of home country address (ties to home country) s e tu"'-w-\g

D OO

- .". . " '.‘:*« . '.'.'. _/".’2:‘ ;) Y SN
1 SR BRI R T P R NP2
UC San Diego
GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office
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What to Bring

Other documents may be required or recommended!

Check the embassy or consulate's website for a complete
list of documents you should bring.

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office




What to Expect
Before the Visa Officer even begins the interview, they have already checked:

¥ Your application history (including green card petitions previously filed in your name)
¥ Your previous refusals (if any)

¥ Your DS-160 responses
¥ Whether you have family members in the United States

¥ Your body language (yes, they analyze this fast) | SN
. Complications in your situation (assume your officer knows about that arrest that run |n 8 a..lg

S5 ity ’3”‘1 d :’- gy
with customs, or that school you stopped attending) B ** N’i@

. . Teod e -
. ‘ ' ,. ; :".«-.nn.';\ya'
UC San Diego
GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office




What to Expect

Common first questions include variations of: "Why are you traveling to the U.S.?" or
“Where are you planning to study in the U.S.?”

What the Visa Officer wants to hear in your What the Visa Officer doesn't want to hear in
response: your response:

«/ Confidence - Clear, direct answers show you have | » Hesitation - “Uh... um... well, | think...” L
nothing to hide. > Too little detail > Makes them think you’re covering [ERSSENE

v FOM@OPR - Details to support your answers, not something up.

just more words to fill up time. » Overreliance on documents = Think human-to- RN A
«/ Credibility > Your answers match your documents, | human communication as documents have already been Rgheas
your situation, and your intent. reviewed! sy

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office
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What to Expect
Additional things to consider

 The visa interview goes quickly

* Be brief and maintain a positive attitude |
 Beready to talk — the consular officer expects to have a (short) conversation with you
 Know this information flawlessly: ”

o Your program of study and its connection to long-term career or life goals B TR
o Your source(s) of funding S R AL Y
o Your ties to your home country S .,,,“w':*«ﬁ-ﬁ
O S T e AL
* Be prepared to have the entire interview conducted in English c e A A RS S
e i S e
BN
UCSan Diego AN A e

T ——— Adapted from NAFSA's "10 Points to Remembe:r When Ap

International Services and Engagement Office : SRR O 55

"""""""
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Visa Delays

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING

Special security clearance procedure
lasting up to 60 days or more
221(g) letter indicating visa has been

"refused"

You may be required to submit additional
documentation to consulate

Please contact ISEO if you experience this
(iContact.ucsd.edu)

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office

DENIAL

Rare, but does happen

In most cases, applicants can reapply
214(b)

Please contact ISEO if you experience this
(iContact.ucsd.edu)




The VIsa Process iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Attend visa interview Receive visa stamp and
plan travel to U.S.

Arrive to the U.S. (apply
VISA

for entry at Port of Entry)
[

Schedule visa interview
(DS-160, pay fees)

— \:-I1SA TYPE/CLASS
Request and receive Form ZNTRIES [E——— smzﬁn??olfagfmry Comp!ete SEVIS ChECk'In
-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO to activate status

[ [ I
(VI a I PO rta ) 0000003030000000000000400000000000600¢<<€CCLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL



Receive visa stamp and plan

travel to the U.S.

PR g—smdﬁw~ o

UCSan Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES

International Services and Engagement Office




Obtaining your visa stamp

* Consular officer will collect your passport
e 1-2 weeks to produce and affix visa stamp
 Ask them how you can receive your passport back—may be mail or pick-up options

You now have the documents required to seek entry to the United States! Customs w:II requ:re Sy
v' Passport valid for at least 6 months after your Program Start Date | R «
v' Form I-20 or DS-2019, printed and hand-signed D R L o 7 ¢
v' F-1 or J-1 visa stamp in your passport = S ‘"5‘;.5:7?:-‘15‘1:--?’..?’

GLOBAL INITIATIVES . o :j_ _:'.jg o _‘{(.. e\l.:. . *
International Services and Engagement Office : : e 3
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Booking your travel to the
United States

 Get your visa first!

o We strongly recommend you
wait to purchase travel until
after you receive your visa
stamp

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office

VISA TYPE/CLASS
=1

ENTRIES EXPIRATION DATE

M Valid at time of re-entry

<«<VISAOOOOO<<<<<TRITONTAMMY < << <L LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL
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Booking your travel to the
United States

 30-day entry rule
o F-1and J-1 students may enter the US no
more than 30 days prior to the Program
Start Date listed on their Form [-20 or
DS-2019
o F-1 students: Look at the Earliest
Admission Date field on your Form [|-20

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office

FORM [-20 (F-1)

Department of Homeland Secuarity [-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Monirmmigrant Student Status

L5, Immigration and Customs Enforcement OME MO, 1653634

SEVIS ID: N0 O

SUENSANMEPRIMARY Sk LGV EN MAME Class of Admission

FEEFERREL 3ANME FASSPORT SAME
LS TR CVF BIETH LN TRY OF CHTLEENSHITP .

1Ty LiF BIETH PDATE CHF BLETH

ACADEMIC AND
FONRM 1551E REASON ADMISSI0N NUMBER LANGUAGE

SCHOOL INFORMATION
SCHIOEL MAME SCHOOL ADDRESS

SUBRCHEL, O FROULAL TN DALCT LIFOES AKRELY Al SUCHUCHL OO E AND AFFROY AL DATE
PROGRAM OF STUDY DO
EDPLCATION LEVEL MR 1 MO 2 - - R 8 ; © '; A,I/ .
s . " M 5 c . - Y _”:.“,.-: .
Stk T
r'Rl.H.H.'I. '.tl EMN LM PROFICHENCY I.i"-.l ..J .I!'n-_]l g .H- | L] .JJ-.‘H. i :"-T..IIJ-_H l-...';HJ AdES1 .';IHIJ?'.HH s DDA TE "'__\/;.‘;' 5, -.\'\ﬂ
e B e
SEART OF Ul AaNsEs FHUMGEAM STARTENSD DATE - L U

FINANCIALS
ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 9 MONTHS STUDENTS FUNDING FOR: 0 MONTHS

REMARKS

SCHOODL ATTESTATION



ng your travel to the
United States

 30-day entry rule

o F-1and J-1 students may enter the
US no more than 30 days prior to
the Program Start Date listed on
their Form 1-20 or DS-2019

o J-1students: Look at the "Form
Covers Period:" box on your DS-
2019 and calculate 30 days prior to
the "From:" date (the "From" date is
your Program Start Date!)

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office

FORM DS-2019 (J-1)

U5, Department of State
N CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXCHANGE VISITOR STATUS (J-50ONIMMIGRANT)
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Booking your travel to the
United States

* Plan for extra time at your first
U.S. Port of Entry
o We recommend you schedule
2-3 hours between connecting
flights or when crossing a land
border, to allow for SEVIS status
verification at Customs

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office
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The Vlsa Process iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Attend visa interview Receive visa stamp and
plan travel to U.S.

Arrive to the U.S. (apply
VISA

for entry at Port of Entry)
[

Schedule visa interview
(DS-160, pay fees)

— \:-I1SA TYPE/CLASS
Request and receive Form ZNTRIES [E——— 5::;2?3:?0?2T:m Comp!ete SEVIS ChECk'In
-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO to activate status

[ [ I
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The Visa Process

iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

New Undergraduate and Graduate
Degree Students

CONGRATULATIONS! Newly Admitted Bachelor's, Master's, and PhD International Students: The International Services and
Engagement Office (ISEQ) congratulates you on your admission to the University of California, San Diego!

This page provides a comprehensive guide for newly admitted international undergraduate and graduate students on
obtaining their U.S. student visa (F-1 or J-1) and preparing for their arrival to the United States.

Summer Session Visiting Student: if you will only be enrolling with UC San Diego for Summer Session and will not
matriculate into a UC San Diego degree program, please visit ISEQ's New Summer Session Visiting Page.

Step 1: Apply for F-1 or J-1 Certificate of Eligibility

To apply for an F-1 or J-1 visa stamp at a U.S. consulate/embassy, OR to transfer your SEVIS record to UC San Diego (if
applicable), you must request that ISEQ issue you the appropriate visa status certificate of eligibility document, called the
Form 1-20 (for F-1 students) or the Form DS-2019 (for J-1 students).

— VISA TYPE/CLASS iServices.ucsd.edu will open on MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025 (9:00 AM Pacific Standard Time) for newly admitted

F1
ENTRIES WM EXPIRATION DATE Summer 2025 and Fall 2025 international students to begin requesting their immigration documents.

M Valid at time of re-entry
|

— + Expand Al

<<VISAD0000<<<<<TRITONTAMMY<<<<CCCc<<CLCCCCeeee<<CLCCCCee<d<Cdd<cce<<<<<<<<<

<<<<<<<0000003030000000000000400000000000600<<<<<CLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLE

Accept Admission and Complete Required Account Set Up

Preparing for Submission

Submitting a Request for an Immigration Document: Form I-20 (F-1) or DS-2019 (J-1)

Apply for your F-1 or J-1 visa stamp




The Visa Process

iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

Step 2: Prepare for Your Arrival to UC San Diego

+ Expand all

@ Tuition/Fees and Pending Admissions Documents

Health Screenings and Immunization Requirements

VI SA Webinars and Orientation Sessions

—
— VISA TYPEICLASS
F1

ENTRIES [ EXPIRATION DATE

" Caiiaiins ot bty Enrolilment Requirements

|
<«<VISAD0000<<<<<TRIT ONTAMM Y<<<<ceeeeeeedgddeeeeeeddddddcceee<<<<cc<<ccc<<<<
<<<<<<< 0000003030000000000000400000000000600<<<<<<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

Gather Documents and Plan your Transportation from the Airport

+ Expand All



The Visa Process

iINewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

Step 3: Arrival to the U.5. and UC San Diego

#xpand All

What to Expect at U.S. Customs

REQUIRED: Check-In with ISEO within 10 days of US arrival @

Campus Directory and Map *®

Getting Started at UC San Diego ®

+ Expand All



Get Engaged
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iINewStudents
Newsletter

Starting Monday, March 3 at 9AM PT: Request
Your Form I-20 or DS-2019 via iServices

International students requiring F-1 or J-1 student visa status to study in the US must request
and receive a Form I-20 (F-1) or Form DS-2019 (J-1) from ISEO via iServices. iServices is
ISEQ's document request system. These forms from UC San Diego are required for all
newly admitted F-1 or J-1 students, even if you are transferring from another US
school!

iServices Opens: Monday, March 3 at 9AM PT

iServices will open for newly admitted international students to request their Form I-20 or DS-
2019 on March 3. In preparation to submit the request for your Form I-20 or DS-2019, please
review the important information below:

* In order to access iServices when it opens, you must
have accepted your offer of admission and have set up all
required UC San Diego student accounts.

* Review the STEP 1. Apply for your F-1 or J-1
Status instructions on our iNewStudent website so that
you can prepare the required documents and information
ahead of time.

« If you are experiencing technical difficulties with iServices,

please see review iServices Instructions. If the problem

persists, please see iServices Troubleshooting.

- g
sl T it g .
o =

iNewStudents Newsletter

- —
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Winter 2025 | International Services and Engagement Office

Dear Incoming Triton,

Join us this Tuesday, March 4 at 8:30AM Pacific Time (PT) for our first Graduate
Pre-Arrival Webinar! During this webinar, we will discuss your checklist of things to do as a
newly admitted international graduate student, including how to complete your post-admission
requirements, request your immigration documents, and more. There will be time for Q&A at
the end of the webinar. Staff from the International Services and Engagement Office (ISEO),
Graduate Admissions, and Division of Graduate Education and Postdoctoral Affairs (GEPA)
Student Affairs, will be in attendance to respond to questions.

If you are unable to attend, the recording will be available a few days later
atiNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu.

Pre-Arrival Webinar:

e Critical information
* Sent weekly
e UCSD emails




Welcome Guide

ISEO has created a Welcome Guide filled with
helpful checklists and interactive links:

Next steps to take before you start classes

Next steps to take preparing for arrival

~IN . e Next steps to take upon arrival

Learn more at
https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html

e y



https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html
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IPrograms

Redefining the world we know with one experience at a time.

NGLISH
COFFEE N-ACTION

H D’ U R 5 COMVERSATION PROGRAM
TRITON

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT
ADVISORY COUNCIL

iPrograms.ucsd.edu



iEvents Calendar

ISEO IS
HIRING!

Job #8702793 on Handshake

Communications & Marketing
Smden! Assistant (STDT 4)

Tue Feb 27th - Sun Mar 17th

ISEO Is Hiring: Marketing &
Communications Student
Assistant

Communications &

Marketing

2025 Academic Year Estimated
salary: $18 per hour Application
Deadline: ...

Employment | Students
Professional-Development

Language
Conversation
Tables

Sign up at the ink below to practice your
language skills and meet new friends!

httpscdtinyurl. com/kct-signup

Tue Mar 5th 5:00pm - 6:00pm

ISEQ IS
el ol

Undergraduate Programs
Studcnt Assistant (STDT 3)

ot mtwy B e

Wed Feb 28th - Sun Mar 17th

ISEO Is Hiring: Undergraduate
Programs Student Assistant

te Pro
Assistant [STD

Academic Year Estimated salary: £17

Undergradusa

per hour Application Deadline: ..

Students | Employment
Professional-Development

Wednesday
Coffee and
Crafts - 7 B

Wed Mar 6th 10:00am - 12:00pm

Wednesday Coffee and Crafts

Wednesday Coffee and Craftsisan

F
FRIDAY ENc:: D.q }'

Every Friday 4"4,)
10:00AM - 12:00PM ¥, A

S

LA JOLLA COMMUNITY 0%
ROOM AT LA JOLLA
VILLAGE SQUARE

Fri Mar 1st 10:00am - 12:00pm

Friday Chat
Participation in our English

conversation tables are a wonderful

vay for you to practice y

and make friends. The conversaticn .

Volunteer-Led | Off-Campus
m Global- Commumty

CAREER REVOLUTION

22 Nar Dhamps “acrwr bavtnay Hovtrome Bovws

FEB 7 --_-_------- 5

e 2 are
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e
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UC SAN DIEGO STUDENT AFFAIRS STRATEGIC
PLAN: STUDENT FOCUS GROUPS

THE OFFICE OF THE VICE CHANCELLOR OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
INVITES STUDENTS TO A 1-HOUR FOCUS GROUP TO SEEX
FIEDBACK ON THE DIVISION'S STRATEGIC PLANI WE ARE

CALUNG ALL STUDENTS WHO WANT TO CREATE AN IMPACT AND
SHARE YOU THOUGHTS ON THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE AT UC SAN
DIRGO FOOO WL B2 PROVIDED AT BACH SESSION, THERE ARL
TWO DAYS FOR STUDENTS TO PARTICOPATE

—_—

FRIDAY, MARCH 157, 2024
LOOPM TO 4:00PM PST (1-HOUR SESSIONS)
EPSTUN FAMILY AMPHITHEATRE GREEN ROOM

MONDAY, MARCH 4TH, 2024
B00AM TO 2:00PM PST (3-MOUR SESSIONS)
RED SHOTE ROOM - PRICE CINTER

—
RSVP AT TINYURL.COM/UCSDSAFOCUS24

Fri Mar 1st 1:00pm - 4:00pm

UCSD Student Affairs
Strategic Plan: Student Focus
Groups

Register Here

The Office of the » Chancellor of

Student Affairsis

vking for
feedback and inpu

our Strategic Plan! We will be ...

Students] in-person | On-campus|
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Thu Mar 7th 11:00am - 12:00nm

it from students for
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SUNDAY
SUPPER

A Cosmic Cantina

THE GREAT HALL

MARCH 3RD
S:30PM

Sun Mar 3rd 5:30pm - 8:30pm

Sunday Supper: A Cosmic
Cantina

This long-standing tradition is a

qguarterly dinner for residents and

friends of I-House 10 brate and

gather in the Great Hall. Come to ..

The Great Hall

[-House | Sacial | in-persan

Students
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Every Friday ﬁv
10:00AM - 12:00PM 4' A

S

LA JOLLA COMMUNITY 0%
ROOM AT LA JOLLA
VILLAGE SQUARE

co®. 2a0

UC SAN DIEGO STUDENT AFFAIRS STRATEGIC
PLAN: STUDENT FOCUS GROUPS

THE OFFICE OF THE VICE CHANCELLOR OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
INVITES STUDENTS TO A 1-HOUR FOCUS GROUP TO SEEX
FIRDBRACK ON THE DEVISION'S STRATEGIC PLAN! WE ARE

CALUNG ALL STUDENTS WHO WANT TO CREATE AN IMPACT AND
SHARE YOU THOUGHTS ON THE STUDENT EXCPERIENCE AT UC SAN
DIEGO! FOOD WL 81 PROVIDED AT BACH SESSION. THIRE ARE
TWO DAYS FOR STUDENTS TO PARTIOPATE

-

FRIDAY, MARCH 15T, 2024
1:00PM TO 4:00PM PST (1-MOUR SESSIONS)
EPSTUN FAMILY AMPHITHEATRE GREEN ROOM

MONDAY, MARCH 4TH, 2024

B:00AM TO 2:00PM PST (1-HOUR SESSIONS)
RED SHOT ROOM - PRICE CINTER

RSVP AT TINYURL.COM/UCSDSAFOCUS24

Mon Mar 4th 8:00am - 3:00pm

UCSD Student Affairs
Strategic Plan: Student Focus
Groups

Register Here

nd input from students for

our Strategic Plan! We will be ..

Students
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TRITON TREKKERS

UC SANOLCD

Rock Climb
Mission Gorge

v fird ¢

iEvents.ucsd.edu

ISAC

International Student
* L  Advisory Council
o =xe

Mon Mar 4th 4:00pm - 5:00pm

International Student Advisory
Council (ISAC) March Meeting

Register Here

The International Student Advisory

} is comprised of

leadership from student leaders and
stakeholders invested in the ..

Undergrad Students

IWORKSHOP

Tue Mar 12th 12:00pm - 2:30pm

Federal Tax Workshop

Register Here

Professor Steve Gill, San Diego State

faculty
Accounting Lecturer at San ..




Follow us
on Instagram!

https://www.instagram.com/istudents.ucsd/
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SD Guide Scam Alert Winter Break  Fall Break Takeovers

UC San Diego

—— GLOBAL INITIATIVES s
International Services and Engagement Office
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International Services and Engagement Office

GLOBAL INITIATIVES

UCSan Diego




Begin requesting your
visa documents via
iServices
Visit:
iServices.ucsd.edu

UCSan Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office

Apply for on-campus
housing

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu

Housing, Dining and Hospitality

(HDH) starts to send out housing

contracts in Mid-May. Offers are

made 60 days prior to requested
move-in date.

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu

Deadline to submit health
immunization requirements
and complete OPHD training

Visit:
studenthealth.ucsd.edu

Tuition due

Move-In
Check-In

New International
Student Orientation
Visit:
iOrientation.ucsd.edu



Upcoming Pre-
Arri\lal WEbinars March 11: Graduate Student Housing

March 13: Student Health: Insurance & Immunization
Requirements

March 18: Graduate Student Funding

March 20: English Language Requirements for
Instructional Assistants

March 25: Student Life & Getting Involved on Campus
April 15: Finances & Student Accounts Webinar
April 17: SEVIS Transfers
April 24: Campus Safety
All webinars will be recorded and posted at

iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu

UC San Diego

GLOBAL INITIATIVES B’ L ‘
International Services and Engagement Office




MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9am - 4pm
+1 858.534.3730
iContact.ucsd.edu

iINewStudent.ucsd.edu

@ O O

ch Diego Internatio UC San Diego ISEO @istudents.ucsd @ISEOUCSD
and Engageme tOff

Follow us on Social Media!

GLOBAL INITIATIVES
International Services and Engagement Office
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