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You are in listen-only 
mode. You can hear us, but 
we can't hear you.

Ask questions – Use the Q&A 
feature to submit questions. 
You can also contact us at 
iContact.ucsd.edu

We're recording. 
You'll be able to view this webinar 
recording at 
iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu

Before
We
Begin





Who are we?

Your friendly staff at the International Services 
& Engagement Office

o 30 Professional Staff

o 15 Student Staff



What do we do?

Our team of expert staff supports and guides international 
students and scholars with their academic and personal 
goals, successful transition to campus and student life, and 
meaningful engagement with the university and local 
community.



Title

Who are our Students?





WELCOME!



Agenda

• ISEO & Graduate Admissions Reminders

• Grad Life

• ISEO Programs & Resources

• Find your community

• GPSA, HDH, Transportation, Basic Needs

•Student Panel



First Steps Checklist



Reminders from 
Graduate Admissions •Log into your application account at 

https://connect.grad.ucsd.edu/apply/ and view your 
application portal. Be sure to fill out the Statement of 
Legal Residence form if it is listed as a "to-do" item. 
This form is not required for all programs – if it is not 
listed, there is no action for you to take on this.

•Most students are “provisionally admitted” at this 
time.  Please submit the items listed under your 
“Pending Admissions Documents” section in your 
portal to finalize your admission.

•Please contact gradadmissions@ucsd.edu if you have 
questions regarding your pending admissions 
documents.

https://connect.grad.ucsd.edu/apply/
mailto:gradadmissions@ucsd.edu


GEPA Announcements



iNewDegreeStudent.
ucsd.edu



Required Accounts

Set up your PID and Active Directory Accounts:

1. UCSD Password for Personal Identification number (PID)

2. UCSD E-Mail (Active Directory)

3. Statement of Legal Residence

NOTE: Once you decide you are coming 
to UC San Diego, you'll need to set up 
these required accounts in order to 
access most UC San Diego portals



Divison of Graduate
Education & 
Postdoctoral Affairs 
(GEPA) Programs



Grad Life supports the success of all UC San 
Diego graduate and professional students

• Provide academic, financial, social, 
community, and health resources

• Promote events relevant to graduate 
students.

Check out https://grad.ucsd.edu/student-life/index.html
For more information!

Grad Life

https://grad.ucsd.edu/student-life/index.html


Weekly newsletter focused on sharing updates 
and promoting upcoming events and resources

Grad Life Newsletter



Grad Life works in 
collaboration with student 
leaders, campus 
organizations, faculty, and 
staff to bring essential 
programming, resources, 
and support to graduate 
and professional students

Grad Life Event Calendar



This online orientation program is 
designed to support incoming 
graduate students at UC San Diego 
and facilitate a successful transition 
to graduate school. 

(Student Single Sign-on access 
required).

Student Orientation



UC San Diego Grad Life is here to 
support graduate students and promote 
their accomplishments! #ucsdgradlife

Follow us: instagram.com/ucsdgradlife

Grad Life Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/ucsdgradlife/


ISEO Resources



iPrograms Redefining the world we know with one experience at a time.

iPrograms.ucsd.edu



iEvents.ucsd.edu
iEvents Calendar



What is the Globally Engaged Tritons
Co-Curricular Record (CCR) Certificate Program?

The Globally Engaged Tritons (GET) CCR Certificate 
allows UC San Diego students to earn credit on their 
Co-Curricular Record (CCR) for being involved in 
events on campus that promote the global 
engagement and internationalization of our 
campus. That could mean any events that allow 
students to highlight their own culture or learn 
about other cultures, or allow students to 
demonstrate or develop their global leadership 
skills. 

Learn more at getccr.ucsd.edu

Globally Engaged Tritons (GET) 
Co-Curricular Record (CCR) 
Program (getccr.ucsd.edu)

https://global.ucsd.edu/intl-community-support/globally-engaged-tritons.html
https://global.ucsd.edu/hub/get-ccr.html


Grad Pals Peer 
Mentorship Program



Surf Check Guide: Coming to UC San Diego

• Created for students by students covering
the most frequently asked questions
international students

• Covers topics like housing, arranging
transportation from airport to campus, 
setting up a phone account, bank account, 
and more!

Learn more at
https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html

Surf Check
Guide

https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html


Find Your Community



Community Centers
Black Resource Center

Cross Cultural Center

Intertribal Resource Center

LGBT Resource CenterRaza Resource Centro

Women's Center 

APIMEDA



Student Organizations

studentorg.ucsd.edu



Student Organizations

Number:

584 Organizations and Clubs

Categories:

20 different categories

Diversity:

We welcome students from all cultures, 
nationalities, ethnicities and preferences.



SACNAS
Society for the Advancement of Chicanos/Hispanics and
Native Americans in Science Create a Community | Outreach Opportunities |Professional Development



Graduate and
Professional Student
Association (GPSA)

The Organization

• Exists to advocate for the rights 
and interests and for the rights of 
all graduate students, both 
academic and non-academic

Mission

• Represents the interests and 
concerns of graduate and 
professional students on campus 
directly to UC Administration

Funding

Advocacy

Events

Travel 
Grants

Awards



GFH CONNECT Team OVERVIEW

Graduate and Family Housing at UCSD



▪ Mesa Apartments
o 850 residents

▪ Mesa Nueva
o 1,450 residents

▪ Nuevo East (BGELLC)
o 1,450 residents

▪ Nuevo West
o 800 residents

▪ One Miramar Street Apartments
o 800 residents

GFH Student Housing Communities



GFH Student Housing Communities

▪ Coast Apartments

o 150 residents

▪ ~5,500 residents in 
all student 
communities



WHAT DO 
WE DO?

Programming and Community 
Development
Student Conduct in GFH only
Assessment



GFH CONNECT team

• Program and Community Development Manager (1)

• Dane Paracuelles

• Program and Community Development 
Coordinators (3)

• Karely Ordonez

• TBD

• TBD

• Program and Community Development Assistant (1)

• Kelsi Dantu

• Community Assistants (15)

• Graduate Assistant (1) [vacant]

• BGELLC Community Liaison (1)

• Latine Community Liaison (1)

https://ucsdcloud.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/hdh/mydepartment/gfh/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B48704A80-58B3-4BF0-9128-4D6A015FA66D%7D&file=GFH%20Connect%20CA_CL%20Photo-Roster%20Spring%202024.docx&fromShare=true&action=default&mobileredirect=true&wdOrigin=TEAMS-MAGLEV.p2p_ns.rwc&wdExp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1713899042972&web=1


GFH CONNECT MODEL

• GFH CONNECT Programming Model

• Creating a Sense of Belonging

• Optimizing Professional & Life Skills

• Nurturing Interpersonal Relationships & Emotional Wellness

• Navigating Campus Resources

• Encouraging Physical Health & Wellbeing

• Cultivating Inclusion

• Teaching Social Responsibility



Black Graduate Experience LLC (BGELLC)

• First Living Learning Community in GFH, BGELLC launched in Fall 2021

• Located in Capa Building in Nuevo East

• Residential community designed to assist Black graduate students who can, through 
mutual support and shared living, affirm and celebrate Black scholarly excellence and 
Black culture in its various expressions.

• Goals of the BGELLC

• Address issues of concern to Black graduate students living in campus-provided 
housing by providing an inclusive space that emphasizes community and social 
justice

• Foster graduate scholarship, excellence, and achievement through meaningful 
programming that promotes pro-Black connections and celebration, shared 
personal and scholarly experiences, and life-long relationships

• Campus partners connected to the BGELLC
• Black Graduate and Professional Student Association (BGPSA)

• Black Resource Center (BRC)

• Graduate Education and Professional Association (GEPA)



Latine Living Learning Community

• Tentative Start – Fall 2025

• Exchange 0208, TBD

• Residential community designed for Latine/x graduate students and community 
members through the connection to resources and community building programs

• Goals of the Latine LLC

• Foster graduate scholarship, excellence, and achievement through meaningful 
programming that promotes Latine/x connections and celebration, shared personal 
and scholarly experiences, and life-long relationships

• Campus partners connected to the Latine LLC

• Raza Resource Centro

• Latine/x Scholars Network

• Graduate Education and Professional Association (GEPA)

▪ Outreach, Access, Recruitment, and Retention (OAR2)



CURRENT Programming + NEWSLETTERS



CURRENT Programming + NEWSLETTERS



Current Programming + Newsletters



Programming Pics!



Programming - marquees

Fall Festival 2024 Winter Lunar 
New Year 
2025

Spring 80s/90s 
Block Party 2024

Spring Block 
Party 2023

Attendees: 
~1,800

Attendees: 
~1,300

Attendees: 
~600

Attendees: 
~1,000



Campus partners collaborations and partnerships

Image result for ucsd lgbt center

C:\Users\aeweida\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\22141171_10155834332928169_6722207250544844069_n.png

- Econauts – quarterly programs
- REC Center – quarterly programs
- Community Resource Centers
- Triton Food Pantry 
- Saltaire UCSD Catering – quarterly programs
- CAPS/GAPSWell -quarterly programs
- Craft Center – quarterly programs
- Career Center
- Community Garden 
- Father Joe's Villages
- Mariachi La Joya del Sur 
- Southern Sea Dragon and Lion Dance 

Association 

http://lgbt.ucsd.edu/
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/triton-food-pantry/index.html
https://hdh.ucsd.edu/sustainability/pages/Econauts.html


CA and CL Job opportunities



Thank you!

Email us at gfhconnect@ucsd.edu



Transportation



Transportation

UC San Diego Shuttles MTS Buses MTS Trolley

https://transportation.ucsd.edu/campus/shuttles/index.html
https://www.sdmts.com/transit-services
https://www.sdmts.com/transit-services/trolley


Transportation

Page 13: Arranging 
Transportation from the 
Airport to UC San Diego

Page 45: Transportation 
Cruising Around Campus

Surf Check: Coming to UC San Diego Guide

https://ispo.ucsd.edu/_files/programs-workshops/programs-events/coming-to-ucsd-guide.pdf


Basic Needs



BASIC NEEDS

Basic Needs Hub Triton Food Pantry iTable

https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/food-security/pantry/index.html
https://itable.ucsd.edu


Food Recovery Network

BASIC NEEDS

UCSD Grocery Shuttle
Graduate Student 

CSA Program

https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/food-security/recovery/index.html
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/food-security/grocery-shuttle/index.html
https://sites.google.com/gsa.ucsd.edu/ucsdgraduatecsaprogram/home?pli=1
https://sites.google.com/gsa.ucsd.edu/ucsdgraduatecsaprogram/home?pli=1


FOOD, COMMUNITY 
AND JUSTICE

1. Roger’s Community Garden: grow 
organic food to feed students and give 
to campus student orgs.

2. Mutual aid at Che Cafe: food rescue and 
meal preparation for community.

3. Department and campus level 
organizing: GSR and ASE united and 
fighting for a better workplace.



Student Panel



Panelists

Andrea Sama
she/her

PhD Student
Biological 
Sciences

Wentao Ma
he/him

PhD Candidate
Literature

Caleb Mertz-
Vega

he/him
PhD Candidate

Literature

Jocelyn Olvera
she/her

PhD Student
Biological 
Sciences

Jack Reddan
he/him

PhD Student
Biological 
Sciences



Student Panel

What was the most challenging part 
of adapting to UC San Diego?



Student Panel

What resources provided by the campus 
eased the adaptation process?



Student Panel

How would you describe your experience 
as a graduate student at UC San Diego, 

beyond the classroom?



Student Panel

What extracurricular activities did you get 
involved in in UCSD?

iEvents calendar

https://ispo.ucsd.edu/programs-workshops/programs-events/events-calendar.html


Student Panel

What are things you regret not having 
done yet as a UC San Diego student?



Student Panel

What piece of advice would you give to 
incoming international graduate 

students?



Student Panel

What is the activity or place that one should 
not miss while being in San Diego/UC San 

Diego?



Student Panel

Open Questions & Answers



Additional Resources



IMPORTANT DEADLINES & REMINDERS

NOW Mid-
May

July Sept

Apply for on-campus 
housing

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu

Begin requesting your
visa documents via 

iServices

Visit: 
iServices.ucsd.edu

Housing, Dining and Hospitality
(HDH) starts to send out housing
contracts in Mid-May. Offers are 
made 60 days prior to requested

move-in date. 

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu

Deadline to submit health
immunization requirements
and complete OPHD training

Visit: 
studenthealth.ucsd.edu

Tuition due

Move-In

Check-In

New International
Student Orientation

Visit: 
iOrientation.ucsd.edu

NOW



Upcoming Pre-
Arrival Webinars

• April 15: Finances & Student Accounts Webinar

• April 24: Campus Safety

• May 6: Getting Set Up in the U.S. (Surf Check Live)

• May 8: SEVIS Transfer Process

All webinars will be recorded and posted at

iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu



ISEO has created a Welcome Guide filled with
helpful checklists and interactive links: 

• Next steps to take before you start classes

• Next steps to take preparing for arrival

• Next steps to take upon arrival

Learn more at
https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html

Welcome Guide

https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html


Loren Ipsum

Follow us
on Instagram!

https://www.instagram.com/istudents.ucsd/



Survey



MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9am - 4pm
+1 858.534.3730
iContact.ucsd.edu

iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Follow us on Social Media!

UC San Diego International
Services and Engagement Office

UC San Diego ISEO @istudents.ucsd @ISEOUCSD
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